Update - Approved:  The Office of the Secretary of Defense (OSD) is currently finalizing the criteria and implementing instructions for the

Global War on Terrorism Service Medal (GWOTSM) .Upon receipt and implementing instructions from OSD, the Military Awards Branch 

(MMMA) will transmit a MarAdmin.  The message will also be posted here on the Awards Branch website.  Until the message is transmitted, 

the GWOT Medals are not authorized for wear and posted to Marine’s records.

The MarAdmin for the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal (GWOTEM) has been released.  The GWOTEM has been approved, 

But cannot be worn or ran on diary until the award is approved for the unit or individual by the Combatant Commander (click here for map for areas).

This authority has been delegated to the MARCENT Commander (shown below).  Once the award is approved by the Commander, the unit 

commander will then review the Marine’s records and determine if the Marine’s within that unit are approved for the GWOTEM.  To date the 

following units have been approved for the GWOTEM (MarAdmin 295/04).


	

	


              OFFICIAL GUIDANCE FROM OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
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PERSONNEL AND FEB ]3 2004

READINESS

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARIES OF THE MILITARY DEPARTMENTS
CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
UNDER SECRETARIES OF DEFENSE
ASSISTANT SECRETARIES OF NSE
GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
DIRECTOR, OPERATIONAL TEST AND EVALUATION
INSPECTOR GENERAL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
DIRECTOR, ADMINISTRATION MANAGEMENT
DIRECTORS OF THE DEFENSE AIGENCIES
DIRECTORS OF THE DOD FIELD ACTIVITIES

SUBJECT: Area of Eligibility - Global War on Terrorism Bxpeditionary Medal

In response to our Nation’s global efforts to suppress terrorism, and the significant
contributions members of the Armed Forces bring to bear on the long-term resolution of
this threat, the Secretary of Defense has approved the specific mreas of eligibility for the
Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal.

Initial award of the Global War on Terrorism Expeditiopary Medal is limited to
personnel deployed abroad in Operation ENDURING FREEDOM and Qperation IRAQI
FREEDOM. The designated, specific geographic areas of eligibility related to those
operations are attached.

Approval, processing, and wearing of the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary
Medal are subject to the prescribing Presidential Executive Order and Department

regulations for these awards.
arles S. 1§bell i
Principal Deputy
Attachment:
As stated
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for the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal

Includes the land area, airspace and waters of:

Afghanistan
Bahrain
Bulgaria (Bourgas)
Crete

Cyprus
Diego Garcia
Djibouti
Egypt
Eritrea
Ethiopia

Iran

Iraq

Israel

Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Lebanon
Oman
Pakistan
Philippines
Qatar
Romania (Constanta)

Saudi Arabia

Somalia -

Syria

Tajikistan

Turkey (east of 35 degrees east latitude)
Turkmenistan

United Arab Emirates

Uzbekistan

Yemen

That portion of the Arabjan Sea north of
10 degrees north latitude and west of 68
degrees longitude

Bab El Mandeb

Gulf of Aden

* Gulif of Aqaba

Gulf of Oman

Gulf of Suez-

That portion of the Meditcrranean Sea
cast of 28 degrees east longitude
Persian Gulf

Red Sea

Strait of Hormuz

Suez Canal
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a. Genperal

(1) Authorized by Executive Order 13289.

(2) Individuals authorized the award must have been deployed abroad for
service in the Global War on Terrorism operations on or after 11 September 2001
and to a future date to be determined (TBD).

(a) The Secretary of Defense in consultation with Chairman, Joint
Chiefs of Staff, on a case-by-case basis when requested by the Combatant
Commanders, will designate approved operations. Initial approved operations for
the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal are Engluring Freedom and
Iraqi Freedom.

(b) The general area of eligibility encompassesall foreign land, water,
and air spaces outside the fifty states of the United States and outside 200 nautical
miles of the shores of the United States. The Secretary of Defense, when
recommended by the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, shall designate the specific
area of eligibility per qualifying operation.

of eligibility for an approved operation may be deemed to be non-contiguous. The
Combatant Commander has the authority to approve award of the medal for units
and personnel deployed within his or her theater. Under n£ condition will units or

(c) Because counter-terrorism operations are g?iml in nature, the area

personnel within the United States, the general region excluded above in
paragraph a.(2)(b), be deemed eligible for Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary
Medal.

b. Specific. Service members must be assigned, attached or mobilized to a
unit participating in designated operations for 30 consecutive days or 60
nonconsecutive days in the area of eligibility, or meet one of the following criteria:

(1) Be engaged in actual combat against the enemy and under
circumstances involving grave danger of death or serious hodily injury from
enemy action, regardless of time in the area of eligibility.

(2) While participating in the designated operation regardless of time, is
killed, wounded or injured requiring medical evacuation from the area of
eligibility.




[image: image4.png](3) Service members participating as a regularly asgigned air crew member
flying sorties into, out of, within, or over the area of eligib|lity in direct support of
Operations Enduring Freedom and/or Iraqi Freedom are eligible to qualify for
award of the Expeditionary Medal. Each day that one or more sorties are flown in
accordance with these criteria shall count as one day toward the 30 or 60 day
requirement.

c. Award

(1) The Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary M¢dal may be awarded
posthumously.

(2) Personnel may receive both the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary
Medal and the Global War on Terrorism Service Medal if they meet the
requirements of both awards; however, the qualifying peripd of service used to
establish eligibility for one award cannot be used to justify eligibility for the other.

(3) Each Military Department will prescribe the apgropriate regulations for
processing, awarding and wearing of the Global War on Teérrorism Expeditionary
Medal, ribbon and appurtenances.

d. Devices

(1) Only one award of this medal may be authorized for any individual;
therefore, no service stars are prescribed.

(2) Battle Stars may be applicable for personnel whp were engaged in
actual combat against the enemy and under circumstances involving grave danger
of death or serious bodily injury from enemy action. Only a Combatant
Commander can initiate a request for a Battle Star. This request will contain the
specific unit(s) or individual(s) engaged in actual combat, Ee duration for which
actual combat was sustained, and a detailed description of the actions against the
enemy.

(3) The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff is the approwving authority for Battle
Stars.

e. Precedence. The Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal will be
positioned above the Global War on Terrorism Service Medal in precedence; both
shall directly follow the Kosovo Campaign Medal.




U.S. EUROPEAN COMMAND     > GEN J.L. JONES, USMC   			U.S. PACIFIC COMMAND        > ADM T.B. FARGO





U.S. JOINT FORCES CMD            > ADM E.P. GIAMBASTIANI                 	U.S. SOUTHERN COMMAND  > GEN J.T. HILL, USA





U.S. CENTRAL COMMAND        > GEN J. ABIZAID, USA                                 	U.S. NORTHERN COMMAND  > GEN R.E. EBERHART, USAF


** COMMARCENT > LTGEN GREGSON





U.S. SPECIAL OPS COMMAND  > GEN B.D. BROWN, USA			U.S. TRANS COMMAND          > GEN J.W. HANDY, USAF





U.S. STRATEGIC COMMAND     > ADM J.O. ELLIS








