Trailblazers

Good afternoon!  I am Ellie Judge, and I’m Nita Bob Warner.  It is our pleasure to lead you for the next several minutes on a walk down memory lane as we recognize the trailblazers among us—those many women who opened new doors or closed old ones-from Private Opha Mae Johnson in 1918 to our newest women aviators today.  Many of us gathered here are such trailblazers.  As we mention your name, or tell of your squad bay, platoon, class or story, we ask that you please stand to acknowledge our pride in your accomplishments.  We also wish now to recognize our VIP Trailblazers and ask them to stand as they are introduced:  Lieutenant General Carol Mutter, USMC, retired, the first woman nominated for 3-star rank or assigned command of a major tactical unit; Major General Jeanne Holm, the first woman 1-star and 2-star woman general in the U.S. Air Force and author of the definitive work on U.S. military women, Women in the Military:  An Unfinished Revolution; and Brigadier General Wilma Vaught, President of Women in Service for America Memorial Foundation.  We are also pleased to welcome Lieutenant General Carol Mutter, our new WMA president and first woman Marine two-star and three-star; Brigadier General Margaret Brewer, first woman Marine appointed to brigadier general; and Sergeant Major Grace Carle, the last Sergeant Major of woman Marines.
“With quiet assurance and without fanfare;” that’s how Commandant General Alexander Vandegrift began his description of the work performed by the Marine Corps Women’s Reserve at the end of World War II.  He ended with, “they have developed an esprit worthy of the admiration of the most thorough-going veteran in our ranks.”  We see that inward pride and outward assurance in the 1968 sketch of Corporal Michelle Capucci, that appears on our program cover.

Like all worthwhile achievements, the acceptance of women into the Marine Corps was hard-won.  At the start of the war, Commandant Major General Holcomb’s opposition to the use of women was well known.  But faced in late 1942 with casualty figures from the battle for Guadalcanal and potential future losses from the Pacific campaign, he ran out of options.  On one thing he did not waiver.  The Commandant adamantly ruled out any name but “Marine” for these women.  As he stated for a Life magazine interview, “They get their basic training in a Marine atmosphere at a Marine post.  They inherit the traditions of Marines.  They are Marines.” 

No organization is complete without a leader.  Mrs. Ruth Cheney Streeter, 47-year old mother of four, was directly commissioned a major and sworn in as the first director of the Marine Corps Women’s Reserve on 29 January 1943.  She achieved the rank of colonel before resigning her commission on 6 December 1945.  

While a small, initial group of women received direct officer commissions to fill specific billets, Captain Ann Lentz, a civilian clothing designer who began work on the women Marines’ uniforms, was the first commissioned officer in the Marine Corps Women’s Reserve.  The first officer class of 71 women reported to Mount Holyoke College, Massachusetts, in March 1943.  On 4 May they were commissioned as second lieutenants.  Over 200 women received their training at Mount Holyoke.  We ask any of these alumnae present to please stand [pause].  

Private Lucille E. McClarren of Nemacolin, Pennsylvania, was the first enlisted woman, signing up on Saturday, 13 February 1943, the day the official announcement was made.  The first enlisted class of 722 women reported to Hunter College, New York, in March 1943.  Private Billee Eby was one of those first women.  Private Betty Noble was another.  We welcome Billie, Betty and several other women from the Hunter College classes, with us today, and invite them to stand [pause].    

All women’s training was moved to Camp Lejeune in July 1943.  Private Eleanor Wise was among the first to report to hot and humid Camp Lejeune that month.  She and the others in her class were rushed through training in only three weeks.  Corporal Rose was mother hen to the women recruits and was always pleasant despite the long days and busy routine. 

Private Sarah Thornton joined the Marine Corps Women’s Reserve on 11 December 1943 and was ordered to active duty 8 February 1944.  She stepped off the cross-country troop train at Camp Lejeune and was shocked to arrive in the middle of the night in the rain and cold with a woman hollering at the new recruits!   Her female DI was Sergeant Winifred Uehling; her male DI was a Guadalcanal vet—Sergeant Triplett.  Sarah still clearly remembers the day when Sergeant Triplett came up to her, as squad leader, almost nose to nose, and asked what were the duties of a squad leader.  Fortunately, Sarah got away with,  “Sir, they are too numerous to mention.”  Retired Sergeant Major Sarah Thornton is with us today [pause].

Probably the most colorful of the Women’s Reserve units was the Marine Corps Women’s Reserve Band, formed in November 1943 and trained by members of the Marine Band.  These talented women found that the 8-hour practices and drill were more grueling than basic training.  The brass section kept running out of ice cubes to soothe their aching lips.  One of the twelve original women auditioning for the Women’s Reserve Band was Bonnie Mae Smallwood.  Still active in Tucson with 20 other band members for the 57th woman Marine anniversary last February, Bonnie Smallwood Medin [pause] is with us today.  Master Sergeant Charlotte Plummer was the first Women’s Reserve Band Director.  She gained her experience as former director of the Portland, OR, public school system band and member of the city’s municipal band.   Charlotte Plummer Owen currently conducts the summer civic concert series in Ann Arbor, MI, and is also here today [pause].  Sergeant Audre Fall was the first drum major of the Marine Corps Women’s Reserve Band.  Master Sergeant Patricia Crimmins currently serves as drum major for the Parris Island band.   

In 1945, Mae Gober enlisted in the Marine Corps Women’s Reserve and wrote that the Marine she “freed to fight” was her twin brother, DL.  He was in the 6th Marine Division and when he came back from fighting in the South Pacific, Mae was serving at Miramar, CA.  Mae mailed a wonderful photo of her and her twin taken in a Los Angeles photo booth while they were on leave in 1946.  Actually, Mae was the sixth Gober to enlist for WWII.  Two of her brothers never came home.  Mae Gober Van Riper sent lots of terrific photos and notes for this presentation.  They, with other Trailblazer memorabilia are in a special album located_____________________ for your later review.

On 7 June 1946, Commandant General Vandegrift approved the retention of a small number of women on active duty.  They would serve as a trained nucleus for future mobilization calls.  Of the 20,000 women who joined the Marine Corps during WWII, only 1000 remained in the Marine Corps Women’s Reserve by July 1946.  Three of these trailblazers, Sergeant Major Judy Andler, Sergeant Major Bertha Peters Billeb and Sergeant Major Sarah Thornton, went on to serve on continuous active duty for more than thirty years! 

Sergeant Major Bertha Peters Billeb rose steadily in rank and was made the first Sergeant Major of Women Marines in January 1961. Sergeant Major Grace Carle was in the last class of women Reserves trained at Hunter College in 1943, was the last woman Marine Sergeant Major for the last Women Officers Candidate and Basic Courses at Quantico, and was the last Sergeant Major of Woman Marines.  Sergeant Major Carle is with us today [pause].

On 12 June 1948, Congress passed the Women’s Armed Services Integration Act that authorized women to serve in the regular component of the Marine Corps.  Women could not exceed 2% of total Service strength nor hold permanent rank above lieutenant colonel.  The Director of Women Marines would hold the temporary rank of colonel. 

On 3 November 1948, Katherine A. Towle, the second Director of the Women’s Reserve, was discharged from the Marine Corps Reserve and accepted a regular commission as a permanent lieutenant colonel.  The next day she was appointed the first Director of Women Marines, with the temporary rank of colonel.

In 1949 the Corps resumed training women Marines.  The 3d Recruit Training Battalion was formed at Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris Island, with Captain Margaret Henderson as the first commanding officer.  The Women Officers’ Training Class was established at Marine Corps Schools, Quantico, VA under the command of Captain Elsie E. Hill.  One of the first seven women commissioned a second lieutenant in the Regular Marine Corps was Eleanor M. Bach.  Eleanor served as an enlisted aircraft mechanic from 10 November 1943 to 25 January 1946.  Of those seven firsts, two, Doris Kleberger [a first lieutenant in the Women’s Reserve] and Essie Lucas [a former Staff Sergeant] remained on active duty through retirement… a most impressive retention rate, especially today!   

The first African American women Marines were enlisted during the summer of 1949 and joined Platoon 7, 3d Recruit Training Battalion on 10 September, making Platoon 7 one of the Corps’ first racially integrated units.  Privates Annie E. Graham and Ann Lamb were the first African American women Marines.  Private Annie Grimes, the third African American woman Marine recruit, rose to the rank of CWO4 after a full career of service to her Corps and country.

2d Lieutenant Eleanor Bach’s first billet was as Officer-in-Charge, Women’s Branch, Reserve Division at Headquarters, US Marine Corps.  She replaced Lieutenant Colonel Julia Hamblett in the job; talk about a high achiever!  On Sunday, 25 June 1950, 2d Lieutenant Bach was called into the office and told to draft an order sending all of the 13 Women’s Reserve Platoons attached to male Reserve units to active duty.  Korea was heating up.  The order surprised a lot of women who never thought the US would call up women!

Barbara McDonald served during Korea, 1950-1952.  During her tour at Cherry Point, NC, Barbara was a member of one of the two Women Marine’s Pistol Teams and traveled to other military bases for competition as well as to the 1952 National Pistol and Revolver Competition in Jacksonville, FL, led by Staff Sergeant Ruth Ryan.  For their hard work and skill, the women received certificates of commendation from Major General Merritt A. Edson (ret’d), Executive Director of the NRA, and from Marine Corps Commandant Lemuel C. Shepherd, Jr.  The certificates recognized them for “representing women of the US Marine Corps and blazing the trail for participation of Service women in national pistol and revolver competitions.”

During Korea, most women Marines ended up in all-women units and work sections and in administration or supply billets.  Some still occasionally managed to serve the Corps in a way appropriate to their rank and skill.  In 1951, Sergeant Sue Sousa was one of six women who tenaciously held on to their motor pool specialty until the Marine Corps reversed its Korea policy.  Sue is with us today [pause].  In 1952, Staff Sergeant Hazel Lindhal, as senior sergeant, became the Camp Sergeant Major for 40,000 Marines at Camp Lejeune.

Later that year, Staff Sergeant Dottie McGregor married Staff Sergeant Bob Cronk on the TV show, “Bride for a Day” in New York City.  This was nice but the big event was that Dottie was issued the first woman Marine blue dress uniform to wear at the wedding.  Wow!  Staff Sergeant Mary Boyd attended the wedding with her sister and oohed and aahed over all the presents—a washer and drier, refrigerator and up state New York honeymoon, and that terrific set of blues!

Staff Sergeant Dorothy McGregor Cronk worked in Personnel at Headquarters, US Marine Corps, and asked Staff Sergeant Mary Boyd if she’d like to serve in Naples.  Of course, like a good manpower monitor, Dottie told Mary that she'd need to reenlist for two more years.  That’s how Staff Sergeant Mary Boyd became the first woman Marine SNCO assigned to NATO headquarters in Naples, Italy, in November 1952.  Mary still has the photo of Colonel Katherine Towle seeing her, Sergeant Mary Ann Kennedy and Corporal Agatha Hoffman off at National Airport on 22 November 1952, here in DC.   Mary Boyd Lum is with us today and her anecdotes about the cultural highlights of Naples are in the Trailblazer album. 

When not firing a weapon, or performing her regular duties as court reporter and unit diary clerk, Barbara McDonald found time to march with the Cherry Point trick drill team.  Her favorite drill team memory was marching in Dwight Eisenhower’s Inaugural parade on a very cold January day in 1953, as part of company D, 6th Division, out of Henderson Hall.  1st Lieutenant Elaine Carville was the company commander.  She and the others waited five cold hours on a DC side street until taking their place behind the Marine Band.  Barbara’s parents and elderly aunt had brought chairs and sat along the route to see her march past.  Barbara wrote that they were all so tired but when the Lieutenant called, “Eyes Right!” and gloved hands went to the rim of each Marine Corps cover, they knew it was a very special moment.

Following the Korean conflict, 20 Women Reserve Platoons formed the backbone of Reserve training for women until 1958, when women were integrated within the men’s Organized Reserve units.  One of those women to march from reserve platoon to the regular Marine Corps was Eileen Scanlan.  She was assigned to the Recruit Training Regiment.  Although an experienced classification clerk, the Corps would not permit her to serve as classification clerk for male recruits!  Her sweet reward came years later when 1st Lieutenant Scanlan was OIC of recruit classification at MCRD San Diego.  Eileen is here today [pause].

In April 1960, Geraldine Moran became the first woman Marine master gunnery sergeant.  In January 1961, Bertha Peters, the second woman Marine master gunnery sergeant, became the first woman Marine appointed a sergeant major.  Also in 1960, Major Jean Durfee, CO of the Women’s Reserve Platoon in Los Angeles, followed through her dream of bringing former women Marines together for a reunion.  The reunion took place that July in Denver, CO, and was the foundation for today’s Women Marines Association.  125 women attended that first reunion.  Today the WMA is 3,700 members’ strong!

In April 1965, Staff Sergeant Josephine Gebers, the first woman Marine to serve on attaché duty, received the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal and Combat Action Ribbon for assisting in the evacuation of US family members while serving in Santo Domingo.

With the Vietnam conflict, the numbers of women Marines on active duty increased, as did their opportunities.  Beginning in 1965, women Marines carried out an increasing variety of duties both stateside and overseas.  Between 1965 and 1970, the number of women Marines serving outside the continental US increased from 60 to more than 200.

In 1966, Major Jane Wallis was the first woman Marine field grade officer sent to Okinawa.  Captain Doris Mae Keeler was another early arrival.  Master Sergeant Sarah Thornton touched down on Oki in March 1967 and spent 13 months as the MCAF Futenma admin chief.   On 13 February 1968, the women Marines on Okinawa and at Iwakuni gathered to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Marine Corps Women’s Reserve.  The ladies had hoped Captain Vera Jones and Master Sergeant Barbara Dulinsky would be able to join them from Vietnam, but the Tet offensive nipped those plans in the rosebud.  

Master Sergeant Dulinsky was the first woman Marine ordered to a combat zone.  A total of 28 enlisted women Marines and eight women officers served in Vietnam.  Among them was Captain Eileen Albertson, sent  there TAD.  In 1974, Major Eileen Albertson became the first woman Marine military judge to preside in a courtroom. 

Also in 1966, 2d Lieutenants Janice Scott and Tommy Treasure were the first two women Marines assigned to the Military Intelligence Field and became photo imagery interpreters.  Tommy still serves our Corps as a Budget Analyst at the Marine Corps Air-Ground Combat Center, 29 Palms, CA.

On 30 November 1968, Sergeant Major Betty Noble, who reentered the Marine Corps as a Regular in 1949, retired as Sergeant Major of the Women Recruit Battalion.  She was the first woman Marine Sergeant Major to receive a depot parade.

In these days of Super Moms, it’s hard to believe that until January 1972, regulations required the discharge of pregnant Service members or of women adopting a child or who married a man with children in his custody under the age of 18.  Women who considered themselves career Marines had no recourse.  Majors Jeanne Botwright and Mary Sue League, and Gunnery Sergeant Frances Gonzales Shore were among those who led the effort to change existing regulations.  Gunnery Sergeant Shore became pregnant while on Okinawa and received a waiver to remain on active duty while overseas.  She had her baby while on leave enroute to her next duty station.  Because Frances and her husband had a live-in nanny [Frances’ mother], Gunny Shore was allowed to remain on active duty, without a break in service.   

Majors Jeanne Botwright and Mary Sue League had been discharged for pregnancy.  After Gunnery Sergeant Shore’s waiver, both petitioned the Board of Correction of Naval Records and were recommissioned in January 1972—as Reservists.  They served in Reserve units until 1975 when both requested return to active duty as Category VI Reservists.  Jeanne learned about the Category VI program when Brigadier General Bronars saw her ascending dry nets ahead of her troops at Little Creek.  She was CO of the 4th Truck Company training her male unit, and he was Commanding General, LFTCLant.  
Lieutenant Colonel Carolyn Walsh was the first Marine officer allowed to remain on active duty while pregnant, during 1972.  She was CO of the Woman Officer Schools at Quantico at the time and a visible role model for the Corps newest women officer candidates and second lieutenants.  Carolyn is with us today [pause].  Also with us today is Colonel Nancy Anderson, mother of three and grandmother of two.   Nancy is Commanding Officer of Henderson Hall and the Commandant’s battalion commander—a granny who really does wear combat boots! 

In 1972 Major Jane Wallis became the first woman Marine Executive Officer of an H&HS Squadron at El Toro and Lieutenant Colonel Mary Bane became the first CO of Headquarters and Service Battalion, Camp Pendleton.  Both were mostly male units.

In February 1974, seven officers and eleven enlisted women Marines were assigned to stateside FMF commands.  Among them was 2d Lieutenant Vicki Taylor, assigned to the Second Marine Aircraft Wing, Cherry Point, NC. That year Sergeant Major Ellie Judge, was the first woman Sergeant Major assigned to a predominantly male unit when assigned to H&HS Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point, NC.

In early 1975, Commandant Lewis H. Wilson authorized the routine assignment of women Marines to 526 non-deployable operational billets.  On 15 July 1975, General Wilson opened all occupational fields to women but four directly related to combat; the four were infantry (03), artillery (08), tracked vehicles (18) and pilot/naval flight officer (75). That year Captain Kathleen Abbott Ables took command of Supply Company, Headquarters and Service Battalion at 29 Palms.

A tremendous forward leap took place in 1976 when Major Barbara Dolyak questioned why it was essential for male lawyers, supply officers and adjutants to attend the 26-week Basic School, but women lieutenants received only 12 weeks of training.  Commandant Wilson agreed and from January through May 1977, Charlie Company 3-77, composed of 243 men and 22 women plunged through The Basic School together.  Captain Robin Austin led that first group of 22 women Marine second lieutenants.  The following year, the decision was made to gender-integrate officer candidate school.  1st Lieutenant Nancy Anderson served as platoon commander for the first three coed Officer Candidate School companies in 1977 and 1978.  Staff Sergeant Victoria Lapollis ensured the women candidates could succeed at the greater physical challenges while still finding 10 hours a week to keep their women Marine uniforms and oxfords wrinkle-free and spit-shined.   That year, 2nd Lieutenant Michele Venne became the Corps’ first woman engineer, graduating first in her engineer class in the process.

The office of the Director of Women Marines was disestablished in 1977.  Colonel Margaret Brewer was the last Director of Women Marines.  A year later, Colonel Brewer was appointed to a general officer’s billet as Director of Information, with the rank of brigadier general, the first woman general in the history of the Marine Corps and one of only four women Marines to wear stars on her collar.  We are pleased to have Brigadier General Brewer with us today [pause].  

In 1978 Lieutenant Colonel Jane Wallis became the first woman G-1 at FMFPac.  On 17 June 1979 Colonel Valeria Hilgart became the first woman Marine to serve as Chief of Staff at a major command— the Marine Corps Logistics Command at Albany, Georgia.

In 1979, Major Shelley Mayer was the first woman Marine to command a company of US Naval Academy Midshipmen.  Also that year, Sergeant Jeanne Jacko became the first woman Marine Security Guard, in Amman, Jordan.  In 1980, Sergeant Major Ellie Judge became Sergeant Major for Marine Corps Base, Camp Pendleton.

The limited duty officer program was closed, by law, to women until the early 80s.  Ruth Wood and Lillian Hartley were the first women Marines to enter the warrant officer program, in 1953.  Only one woman Marine was eligible for WO annually until the 1960s.  Master Gunnery Sergeant Mary Vaughn, the first African American woman to hold the grade of E-9, received her Warrant Officer commission in 1977, adding another “first” to her credit.  

 ALMAR 002/81 dated 7 January 1981, made women Marines eligible for appointment as limited duty officers.  Evelyn Potts was one of our first two women Limited Duty Officers, and was a driving force behind the class action suit that finally convinced the Marine Corps to allow women into that exclusive club.  Evelyn is with us today [pause].  Also with us is Lieutenant Colonel Marie Juliano, the first woman Marine Lieutenant Colonel LDO.

In 1982, women Marines were allowed to drill with weapons, if you can imagine the platoons of women using brooms to practice drill at Parris Island and The Basic School for the five prior years.  The Commanding General of Quantico’s Marine Corps Development and Education Command, Major General David Twomey, wanted to have the first women Marine Rifle Drill Platoon.  1st Lieutenant Marie Juliano trained 40 women in the early morning hours for six weeks on rifle drill, formal inspections and classes in rifle cleaning.  She then led that platoon in its first of many Quantico sunset parades.  She and her women blew the male platoons away—they were fabulous!   You could hear those rifles snap with a single sound at each movement.  

Lieutenant Colonel Eleanor Wilson was selected in 1985 by the Reserve Professional Military Education Board at Headquarters, US Marine Corps, to return to active duty for 44 weeks to attend the senior course at the Naval War College in Newport, RI.  She graduated in 1987.  

In February 1985, for the first time, a board of general officers selected a woman Marine, Colonel Gail M. Reals for advancement to brigadier general.  Brigadier General Reals became the first woman to command Marine Corps Base Quantico, VA.  That same year, Lieutenant Colonel Debbie Elek was selected to the Astronaut program and became the 10th woman in space!  Talk about new frontiers!

In 1986, as a member of the Marine Corps shooting team, Sergeant Roxane Conrad was authorized to wear the Smokey Bear hat as a member of the Marine Corps Shooting Team.  In 1987 Roxane was the first female Distinguished with pistol.  In 1991, she was the first female double distinguished with pistol and International awards, and also was first selected as Armed Forces Athlete of the Year.  She is currently just a few points shy of being triple distinguished with rifle, pistol and International.  She competed in the 1992 Barcelona Olympics and the 1991 and 1995 Pan American games.  In 1999, Staff Sergeant Julia Watson became the first woman in US history to win the Daniel Boone Trophy in the National Trophy Individual Rifle Matches and also won the National Service Rifle Championships last year.  The first woman Marine to compete in the Olympics was Corporal Thelma Kalama, a swimmer in the 1952 Helsinki Games.

In 1987, Molly Marine recipient Major Mitzi Manning, stood up Headquarters and Headquarters Support Squadron at MCAS Camp Pendleton, and commanded that squadron.  In 1988 Colonel Carol A. Mutter became the first woman of any Service to gain qualification as Space Director, running first one of the CINCSpace command center crews and then the entire Command Center operation. 

In 1989, the Marine Corps promoted Major Doris Daniels to Lieutenant Colonel, the first African American woman to achieve that grade.   Also that year, Major Angie Salinas was the first woman to command a recruiting station, in West Virginia.  Today, Colonel Angie Salinas, also our first Hispanic woman colonel, is the first woman Marine selected to command a Marine Corps Recruiting District, the 12th District.  

In July 1992, Brigadier General Carol A. Mutter became the first woman of any Service to command a major tactically deployable unit when she assumed command of the 3d Force Service Support Group, III Marine Expeditionary Force, Okinawa.  During her command, G-1, Lieutenant Colonel Sheryl Murray, G-2, Major Kate Prokop, G-6, Lieutenant Colonel Nancy Anderson, and Comptroller, Major Catkin Burton, were among her staff officers.  

In 1992, Gunnery Sergeant Melody Naatz became the first woman Marine to don the flat-brimmed “Smokey Bear” hat as a DI.   CWO Roxane Conrad continued wearing her 1986 Smokey as the first woman Marine Range Officer, from 1993-1997, at Parris Island.

Gunnery Sergeant Joan Straub was the first woman Marine permanently assigned to an aircraft carrier, the USS Independence, for an upcoming deployment.  She served as an Intel Analyst with the 3rd Surveillance, Reconnaissance & Intelligence Group.  

In 1993, Secretary of Defense Les Aspin lifted restrictions allowing women to fly combat aircraft.  On 23 July 1993, 2nd Lieutenant Sarah Deal was the first woman Marine selected for naval aviation training.  She received her wings on 21 April 1995 as a CH-53E pilot. Captain Ann Hout, our first woman Marine fixed wing pilot, flies C-130s in Miramar, CA.  Captain Karen Tribbett, our first woman jet pilot, flies the F/A-18 Hornet in Miramar. 1st Lieutenant Kerry Schubert, our first woman Naval Flight Officer, was winged on 28 February 1997.  On 26 November 1997, 1st Lieutenant Jenifer Hall Nothelfer became the 9th woman Marine Aviator.  She reported the next year to HMT-204 Marine Corps Air Station New River, NC as a CH-46E pilot.  Captain Nothelfer is with us today [pause].  In fact, we are thrilled to welcome several of our woman Marine naval aviators, naval flight officers and air intercept controllers today, and I ask them to please stand for your recognition [pause].

In early 1994, Lieutenant General Stackpole, Commanding General of Marine Forces, Pacific, made the decision to allow women to deploy aboard amphibious ships.  Captain Annette Kehoe was the first woman Marine, with 31st MEU, from October 1994-May 1995.  Captain Tricia Hannigan [who also holds The Basic School obstacle course speed record for men and women, and was one of the first women to earn gold jump wings] joined Annette with 31st MEU in January 1995.  Colonel Mitzi Manning was then the MarForPac G-1.  It was her wise counsel that encouraged the CG’s decision, or in Mitzi’s words, “I was one of a couple of folks who twisted his arm without conscience.”  

In 1994, Brigadier General Carol A. Mutter became the Corps’ first woman major general.  She and Sergeant Major Sylvia Walters were the senior women on active duty in all the Services at the time. 

Most combat restrictions for women were lifted in 1995.  

In 1995, Gilda Jackson became our first African American woman Marine colonel.  She was also the first woman to command the Naval Aviation Depot, Cherry Point, NC.  Colonel Jackson is here with us today [pause].

In 1996, Major General Carol A. Mutter became the first woman nominated for three-star rank.  Lieutenant General Mutter was promoted in September of that year and served as Director of Manpower and Reserve Affairs.

In December 1996, First Sergeant Beverly Morgan was assigned as 1st Sergeant of Marine Combat Training Company, Parris Island.  Sergeant Major Morgan currently serves as Marine Corps Air Facility Sergeant Major, Quantico, VA.

In May 1997, Master Gunnery Sergeant Pat McLane reported to Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, NC, as the Equal Opportunity Advisor and was subsequently selected the Marine Corps’ Senior Equal Opportunity Advisor.  She was the first Equal Opportunity Advisor with EOA field experience prior to assuming this important billet.  In June of 1997, Master Sergeant Karen Houchen was assigned to the USS Wasp as our first woman Marine combat cargo assistant.

Sergeant Major Charlene Wiese-Perisho was the first female DI to lead a male OCS platoon.  She was also the first woman to be assigned as Sergeant Major of a Marine Expeditionary Force, most recently as Sergeant Major, Marine Force Reserves.  1st Sergeant Lisa Roe was the first woman Marine company gunnery sergeant at the US Naval Academy. 

Sergeant Major Shiela Skinner was the first Sergeant Major of an operational squadron—VMFA-312 in Beaufort, SC.  She made two 6-month Med floats with her squadron!

Sergeant Major Cherry McPherson was the first woman to lead Marines at the West Coast Weapons Field Training Battalion while Sergeant Major Leslie Chang did the same trail-breaking job at the East Coast Weapons Field Training Battalion.

Master Sergeant Gina Lee, active duty Marine wife of the 13th Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps, took on a very special role as trailbreaker and mentor during her husband’s demanding assignment.

Lieutenant Colonel Ginger Jacocks was the first woman to command a Marine Corps Security Company, in Frankfort, Germany, from 1992-1994.

In April 1999, Sergeant Tracy Coles was chosen the first woman Marine crew chief aboard the HMX Marine-1 helicopter.  She assumed responsibility for the preflight maintenance, monitoring engine gauges for the pilot and copilot during flight and assisting the President’s military aide with radio communications while the President of the United States was on board.

In May of 1999, Colonel Marsha Lee Culver assumed command of the Corps largest battalion—Headquarters and Service Battalion, Quantico, holding over 4000 record books.  In July of 1999, CWO2 Leigh Dubie was assigned to the USS Austin as our first woman Marine Combat Cargo Officer.

Women Marines follow the words of minister John Wesley who said, “Oh Lord, let us not live to be useless.”  The Trailblazers introduced here, and all of us, are busy POSSIBILITY THINKERS.  When challenged, we continue to strive.  We work as much on vision as on sight.   Our vision and our stubborn determination, are hallmarks.  We’ve learned that inch-by-inch, anything’s a cinch.  Women Marines do not let things deter, detour, distract, depress or defeat.  We are justly proud of our heritage and thrilled at what the future continues to hold.

We’ve acknowledged many trailblazers this afternoon, but there is much more to our history not recorded here.  I ask that during your remaining time participating in this convention, that you look at the Trailblazer photo album, identifying ladies and duty stations, and, most importantly, adding your own stories.  Our intention is to publish a Trailblazer history—we need your stories!  Just tuck them into the Trailblazer album or pass them to ___________________ during the convention or mail them to Colonel Nancy Anderson as soon as possible.  

Semper Fidelis!

