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From:  Commandant of the Marine Corps

To:    Colonel James R. Braden, USMC

Subj:  MODIFICATION TO SUPPLEMENTAL GUINDANCE TO THE PRECEPT

       CONVENING THE FY 2004 GUNNERY SERGEANT SELECTION BOARD                              

Ref:   (a) Encl (1) CMC MMPR-2 ltr 1400 of 23 Mar 04

1.  The following modification to reference (a), paragraph 4 is authorized to read:

Professional military education (PME) is a valuable and important aspect of a Marine staff noncommissioned officer's (SNCO) professional development.  A well-educated core of SNCOs is better able to contribute to the effectiveness and success of the Marine Corps. The successful completion of appropriate level PME demonstrates a Marine's commitment to self-improvement and represents a desire to prepare for positions of increased responsibility.  

    a. Because of its importance, completion of appropriate PME by grade has become a requirement for selection for SNCO promotion boards.  However, it takes a commitment of time and availability to complete the required PME courses, both resident and nonresident, for promotion to the SNCO ranks.  Due to the high deployment tempo of Marine units during this past year in support of Marine Corps operations around the world, there are many well-intentioned and hard working Marines who have not had the ability or the access to complete their required PME.  It would be an injustice to exclude these deserving and talented Marines from an opportunity to be selected for promotion to gunnery sergeant solely due to reasons beyond their control.  Therefore, the promotion requirement for PME for this board for all eligible Marines is waived.

    b. When considering how to weigh the importance of an eligible Marine's completion of PME, the selection board should take into account both the importance of PME along with any indications that the Marine took reasonable measures to attempt to complete the appropriate PME prior to the convening date of this board.  The selection board should consider such factors as date of enrollment in required courses, completion of sub-

Subj:  MODIFICATION TO SUPPLEMENTAL GUINDANCE TO THE PRECEPT

       CONVENING THE FY 2004 GUNNERY SERGEANT SELECTION BOARD                              

courses to date, and deployments.  The selection board is authorized to select those Marines for promotion who it believes were earnest in their efforts to complete their appropriate PME prior to the convening date of this board.  While failure to complete appropriate PME should not be a sole reason for non-selection for promotion, it should be appropriately considered when evaluating the records of all eligible Marines to determine the best and fully qualified for promotion.   The appropriate PME for selection to promotion to gunnery sergeant is completion of one of the following:

(1) SNCO Career Non-resident Program (new title:

SNCO Career Distance Education Program (MCI Program 7100) or

    (2) SNCO Academy Extension Course (now discontinued).
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